HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING
COULD BE
COMING TO
SOMERSET

TAKE ACTION NOW TO KEEP SOMERSET
FREE OF FRACKING
www.frackfreesomerset.org

What is Fracking?
Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) is a technique
used to extract hydrocarbons trapped in certain
types of rock. In particular the widespread use
of fracking is being driven by the expansion in
shale gas extraction.
Shale gas is natural gas that is trapped in
impermeable shale rock, as opposed to more
conventional natural gas deposits that are
trapped below a layer of impermeable rock.
Therefore simply drilling down to it is
not enough and the rock must also be
fractured in order to allow the gas to escape.
How does hydraulic fracturing work?
Hydraulic fracturing uses pressurised fluid to free trapped gas. Wells are drilled and the fracking
fluid injected into them under high pressure to crack the rock. The fracking fluid consists of water,
sand and a massive amount of chemicals. Millions of gallons of water (and hundreds of tons of
chemicals) are used to frack a well. A toxic cocktail of chemicals are used in the process and
these have the potential to contaminate the land and water supply for generations to come.

Why should we be concerned?
There is a substantial amount of evidence
documenting the side effects of fracking. The
main causes of concern include:

*Water pollution including contamination of
water sources with radiation, toxic chemicals
and methane.
*Chemical pollution from the over 500
toxic chemicals (and their carcinogenic
properties) used in the process, including
Benzene, Toluene, Phenol & Formaldahyde.
*The quantity of water involved in the fracking
process which uses over a million gallons for
each frack.
Earthquakes - Fracking has also been
associated with earthquakes, most notoriously
in the UK in Lancashire.

*Food supply contamination via
contaminated water as farmers will
commonly use boreholes that are distinct to
domestic supply.
*Air pollution - Fracking has also been linked
with air pollution, due to the production of ozone
and leaks of a variety of volatile chemicals.
Adverse health impacts have been recorded in
the United States.
*Industrialisation of the countryside - With
over 800 wells planned for Lancashire alone,
shale gas extraction would transform the local
landscape and be a major generator of traffic.
*Tourism - Fracking threatens some of the
West’s most popular tourist destinations putting
local economies at risk. Local property could be
signficantly devalued.

The Mendips is also an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and. The World Heritage Site of
Bath’s Hot Springs would be affected, putting at
risk one of the West’s most popular
For companies to be able to frack, three things destinations and landmarks.
need to be in place:
As an agricultural county, groundwater
contamination is a serious risk. Outdoor
1. The Government needs to sell a PEDL
pursuits such as caving would be threatened
license (Petroleum Exploration and
by fracking but ultimately water pollution on this
Development License) to the company(s)
scale is an unnacceptable risk for the county.
wishing to frack.
2. The land needs to be leased by a public or
The next series of PEDL licenses due to be
private landowner.
sold by the Government cover the whole of
3. The council have to award planning
Somerset as well as Bristol and other parts of
permission.
the South West.
In Somerset four PEDL licenses have already
Current areas at risk include: Keynsham,
been granted, which can be seen in the map
below. This area also includes a large number Whitchurch, Saltford, Chew Magna, Pensford,
Marksbury, Clutton, West Harptree, Chewton
of villages, farms and water catchments for
several areas, including the city of Bristol and Mendip, Midsomer Norton, Radstock, Shepton
Mallet, Wells, Wookey, Pilton and Evercreech.
water for areas in the Mendips.

What is the
situation in Somerset?

*Regulation - There is currently no regulation in
the UK specific to the extraction of
unconventional gas. The ability of the
Environment Agency (EA) and the Health &
Safety Executive (HSE) to monitor safety when
both are subject to budget restrictions and staff
cutbacks is also questionable.
*Biodiversity - Fracking not only threatens local
people but also wildlife and their habitats.
*Climate change - Fracking also extinguishes
any opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions on a county or national level.
*Cost benefit - Fracking distracts from our real
needs to reduce energy consumption, increase
efficiency & invest in positive energy solutions.
It is extremely high risk for indeterminate
amounts of gas.

What can I do?
*Get informed about fracking & the risks involved.
*Watch films about fracking such as Gasland or Fracking Hell.
*Send letters to the below expressing your concern. They need to understand that their
residents (and ultimately voters) are very concerned about fracking and its potential harm.
Templates & suggestions can be found on the Frack Free Somerset Website.
Bath & North East Somerset Council, Guildhall, High Street, Bath BA1 5AW
Mendip District Council Cannards Grave Road Shepton Mallet Somerset BA4 5BT
Somerset County Council, County Hall, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4DY
Tessa Munt MP, John Penrose MP, David Heath & Jacob Rees-Mogg MP
House of Commons, Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA
*Subscribe to the Frack Free Somerset newsletter online – so that you can stay informed
and be notified as soon as any planning applications are submitted.
*Make contact with a local group – find your nearest on the Frack Free Somerset website.
Organise together to raise awareness locally.
*Support Frack Free Somerset – we can strengthen our efforts by working together. We are
always in need of support with research, graphic design, website editing, press work and
more. Whatever your skills, use them to keep Somerset fracking free.
*Join the coalition - encourage your group to support Frack Free Somerset & be listed on the
website.
*Organise a film showing or public meeting. Contact Frack Free Somerset for speakers,
materials and any support you need.
*Donate or fundraise – Frack Free Somerset is a volunteer-run grassroots campaign.
*Spread the word – tells your friends, family & contacts about fracking and the risk it poses
locally.

Who are Frack Free Somerset?
Frack Free Somerset is a coalition of concerned groups in
Somerset who are taking action on hydraulic fracking. In
evaluation of the evidence and risks related to fracking, we
believe it is an unacceptable energy option for Somerset that
threatens the safety, health, landscape and water quality for
human and non-human communities across Somerset.
We are a diverse network of local people, from farmers to
families, willing to take action together for clean water for all.

Email: info@frackfreesomerset.org
www.frackfreesomerset.org

